Talk It and Walk It
SOS – Switched Onto Safety
What Have We Been
Doing
The holiday season or the ‘silly
season’ as some people like to call it
has come and gone, virtually.
This past quarter we have been
working with a broad group of
organisations conducting / assisting
with a range of activities including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

HIRAC Workshop
Acquiring Sustainability
credentials (ISCA) for future
Auditing services
Onsite OSH and Quality Audits
OSH and Quality Suitability audits
JSA reviews
Completion of Verification of
Competency / Challenge Test
documents.
Manual Task Training
Asbestos Identification and
Handling Training
Chemwatch Training
Onsite Coaching and Mentoring
Onsite Hazard Identification /
Hazard Hunt and report.
Onsite Chemical Inventory,
update of Chemwatch system to
reflect latest inventory.
Conduct WorkSafe Plan Audit
Customised Internal Auditor
Training
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Many family businesses think
workplace safety is not a concern
for them, Grain Producers
Association chairman, Wade
Dabinett said.
http://www.abc.net.au/news/201712-04/farm-safety-record-needsimprovement-farmerswarn/9222306

Summer Newsletter
Advice – Tips and Hints
As the school holidays are in full
swing it is important to ensure your
home is safe, whether that is fire,
toy safety, chemicals, fall
prevention, electrical, pools etc.

Further to these comments it is
especially important that during the
school holidays, to keep in mind
that a farm is a workplace and that
it contains plant and machinery that
can be hazardous to young people.
Farmers and farm owners should
remember that they have a duty
under workplace safety laws to
ensure that visitors to the farm,
including children are not exposed
to hazards as a result of the work
being conducted.
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Welcome
(New clients in last 3 months)

Current Topics of
Interest
Farm Safety
More people working in agriculture
die than in the construction and
mining industries combined. Safe
Work Australia said 43 Australians
had died from accidents in
agriculture, fishing and forestry
industries this year.

Spill Management
For all your Spill Management
products and services, contact us.

Red 5

Find us on
•••

Statistics

Throwback History -

2017: Preliminary worker deaths by
industry of workplace.
175 Australian workers were killed
at work in 2017.
The number of worker deaths listed
is based on initial media reports and
is a preliminary estimate of the
number of people killed while
working.
It was interesting to note that albeit
the total number of deaths
decreased, there were a number of
areas that have increased,
interestingly enough (given we were
discussing Farm safety in this
newsletter) agriculture, forestry and
fishing were one of those that
increased.

This practice was banned years ago
however, this picture was taken on
an Australian construction site in
2017!

The other areas that increased were
transport, postal & warehousing;
Construction, Public administration
and safety, wholesale trade,
accommodation & food services
and financial & insurance services.

If you know of any throwback safety
posters, we would love for you to
send them through and we can then
post them or put them in our
newsletter.

Other interesting statistics:

Environmental Spot

•

WA container deposit scheme
Consumers will be able to get a 10
cents refund on all eligible beverage
containers
• soft drink cans and bottles;
• bottled waters – both
plastic and glass;
• small flavoured milk drinks;
• beer and cider cans and
bottles; and
• sports drinks and spiritbased mixed drinks.
The scheme is expected to start on
1 January 2019
https://www.der.wa.gov.au/ourwork/programs/390-wa-containerdeposit-scheme

•

3414 workers have died from
2003 to 2016
39% of worker fatalities were due
to a vehicle collision (2003 –
2016)

To see the full preliminatry table
and further discussion points, click
on the link:
https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.
au/statistics-andresearch/statistics/fatalities/fatality
-statistics#2017-preliminaryworker-deaths

therefore, add to our
knowledgebase, specifically from an
environmental perspective.
We will be doing regular tips
pertaining to Sustainable living in
our social media platforms, so look
out for them. For example:
Sustainable Living - chose a
sustainable lifestyle - Simplify your
life as much as possible; by making
the effort to reduce what you own,
you will naturally purchase less /
create less waste in the future.

Sustainability – Stuart has attended
some intensive Sustainability
training in 2017 and we can

Lessons Learned.
Looking after gas cylinder in the
workplace
Recently a client of ours had a near
miss where.

It is important to ensure you are
aware of your responsibility for safe
handling, storage and use of gas
cylinders.
Some general safety
recommendations include:
•

Know and understand the
properties, uses and safety

•

•
•

•
•

precautions before using any
gas or gas mixture.
Determine the appropriate
equipment required to use the
product and know how to safely
operate the equipment.
Appropriate personal protective
equipment and required
training for its use.
Follow all national, state and
local regulations pertaining to
the storage, use and disposal of
compressed gases and
cryogenic liquids.
Be familiar with the hazards
associated with a particular gas.
Use appropriate equipment
when handling portable
cylinders.

http://www.airproducts.com/~/me
dia/files/pdf/company/safetygram10.pdf

Quality

Health

There are multiple quality
management issues facing most
industries these days. However,
what can give your organisation an
edge over competitors is the ability
to integrate quality management
processes into a closed-loop quality
management system (QMS). Plus, it
would be a bonus if you could
integrate (link) all your other
external systems to a main data
base (for ease of control and
retrieval).

Skin cancer is the most common
cancer diagnosed in Australia.

These day we see organisations
with a mix of; cloud based,
intranets, share drives and paper
based systems. Some have it all!
With changes to information and
information storage occurring at an
exponential rate, how flexible is
your management system?

Ultraviolet (UV) radiation from the
sun is our main source of Vitamin D,
but it is also the major cause of skin
cancer. Skin can burn in just 15
minutes in the summer sun.

To stay on top of the latest quality
issues facing many industries can
you answer these key questions;

Megan’s Affirmation

•

How has your organization
nurtured a culture of quality?

•

Have you made gains in
assessing metrics and key
performance indicators?

•

Do you still have issues that
your QMS can not fix?

•

Is your system ready to handle
exponential growth?

•

Is your system flexible enough
to handle change?

Also those organisations who are
certified to 9001 will need to ensure
that the deadline for adopting the
new standard is September 2018.
SOS-Switched Onto Safety can assist
you with transitioning to 9001:2015
and 14001:2015.

Over 434,000 people are treated for
one or more non-melanoma cancers
in Australia each year and over
11,500 people are treated
for melanomas. In 2011, there were
more than 2000 deaths from
melanoma and non-melanoma skin
cancer. Australia and New Zealand
have the highest rates of skin
cancer in the world.

Skin cancer is largely preventable.
When the UV level is 3 or above,
protect yourself against sun damage
and skin cancer by using a
combination of these five steps:
•
•
•
•
•

Slip on sun protective clothing
Slop on SPF 30+ sunscreen
Slap on a hat
Seek shade.
Slide on some sunglasses

This should be remembered not
only for personal purposes but also
and just as importantly at work.
What is your organisations
SunSmart policy?
http://www.cancer.org.au/preventi
ng-cancer/reduce-your-risk/besunsmart.html

My friend was waterskiing when he
fell into the river. As the boat
circled to pick him up, he noticed a
hunter sitting in a duck boat in the
reeds. My husband put his hands in
the air and joked, “Don’t shoot!”

Corner
How do you do a ‘hazardous
substances’ risk assessment?
Any competent person can do a
Hazardous substances risk
assessment. Some straightfoward
assessments can be done in-house.
Others may be more complex and
you may need to engage someone
with expertise.
The employer, main contrctor and
self employed person must assess
the risk of injury or harm that could
occur to people as a result of being
exposed to each hazardous
substance at the workplace.
Substances with similar hazards that
are used in the same way may be
assessed as a group.
The risk assessment must include,
as far as practical:
•
•
•
•

•

Identification of each hazardous
substance used at the workplace;
A review of the MSDS and label
for the substance;
A review of how the substance is
actually being used;
Assessment of the likelihood and
seriousness of injury or harm that
may occur as a result of exposre;
and
The outcome of the assessment
must be recorded.

The hunter responded, “Don’t
quack.” 😊

Health and Exercise
Remember during Summer to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

http://www.bistromd.com/healthtips/6-ways-to-stay-healthy-thissummer

Jokes of the Day

Australia day 26/01/18

Contact
•••
If we can be of any assistance,
please do not hesitate to contact
us direct on (08) 9295 0311 or for
further details on what SOS can
provide, refer to our website
www.switchedontosafety.com.au

Next Time!
Catch up with all the new
information from Chemwatch
and Vault when Stuart and
Megan return from the
training trip to Melbourne in
February / March 2018.

What is ‘Gus’ doing today?

Dangerous Goods Storage

As a minimum, risk assessments
must be reviewed if it appears that
there is an increase in the risk, or
when it has been five years since
the last assessment was completed.
Remember you can use the
Chemwatch Risk Assessment Module
to assist you to meet your legal
requirements.

Apply Your Daily SPF. No one likes
sunburn, and no one likes those
funky tan lines. ...
Embrace "Healthier" Barbeques.
...
Hydrate, Hydrate, Hydrate. ...
Travel Light. ...
Eat Breakfast! ...
Avoid Over-Intoxication.

Holiday’s in this
Quarter

For all your Dangerous Goods
Storage products and services,
contact us.
admin@switchedontosafety.com

`

