Talk It and Walk It
SOS – Switched Onto Safety
What We Got Up To
Well we are into the new financial
year, the federal election has come
and gone, winter is finished and we
at SOS have been busy doing:










Chemical inventory audits
OSH, Quality and Environmental
Suitability Audits
OSH, Quality and Environmental
Compliance Audits.
Developing and conducting
training on Mass Management /
Dimension and Loading / Chain of
Responsibility Systems.
Developing GHS (Globally
Harmonised System of
Classification and Labelling of
Chemicals) short training courses
Conducting Chemwatch Training
Gap Analysis Audit

We are looking forward to and are
keen to get known out there in the
industry that we can do not just the
regular OSH and Quality Consulting
and Auditing but a broad range of
services including (obviously not
limited to):




Mass Management / Dimension
and Loading / Chain of
Responsibility Systems and
Training.
ICIV (Independent Certifiers
Independent Verifiers) Auditing
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of common themes we come across.
One is the lack of risk assessments
conducted on identified hazardous
substances. As with; Part 5.
Hazardous Substances, of the
Occupational Safety and health
regulation 1996 (WA). 5.15
Assessment in relation to hazardous
substances;
‘The main contractor or a selfemployed person must assess the
risk of injury or harm occurring to a
person as a result of the person
being exposed to a hazardous
substance at the workplace’

Advice – Tips and Hints
Current Australian Road Deaths
Statistics are on the rise. We are
always focused on the hazards in
the workplace, however we can
sometimes forget that our roads
can be very hazardous as well. Just
on the 15th of August 2016 alone 5
people were killed on WA roads. So
don’t just focus on the hazards at
work! Getting to and from work to
home can just be as hazardous
‘Please be careful out there’.

Spill Management

Please do not hesitate to contact us
should you need any assistance.

Special Event
Happy Birthday Stuart, who
celebrated his birthday in July!

Our Team


Megan LeNoir – Business
Manager
Guy LeNoir – Company Director
/ Principal
Stuart Platt – OSHQE
Consultant/Auditor/Trainer
Peter Liron – Senior
Consultant/Auditor

Welcome
(New clients in last 3 months)
Synergy
FDC
Rock on Ground
ICON SEPTECH


Find us on


Current Topics of Interest
Hazardous substances and risk
assessments?
Each week we are out there
somewhere conducting audits or
inspections for clients (on
themselves or on their subcontractors) and there are a number

Spring Newsletter

For all your Spill Management
products and services, contact us?

Statistics
Transport and Storage Industry:
Over the five years from 2007-08 to
2011-12, 280 Transport & storage
workers died from work-related
injuries – 262 (94%) of these
involved a vehicle. The total number
of deaths equates to 11.41 fatalities
per 100 000 workers, which is
almost five times the national rate
of 2.29.
Vehicle incident accounted for 198
fatalities. In 149 of the incidents the
worker was in a truck.
Being hit be moving objects
accounted for 23 fatalities. This was
followed by Falls from a height with
14 fatalities, Hit be falling objects
with 13 fatalities and Being trapped
between stationary and moving
objects with 11 fatalities.
The incidence rate of serious claims
has fallen 29% from 31.5 claims per
1000 employees in 2000-01 to 22.4
in 201-11. This rate remains higher
than the rate for all industries (12.7)
and was the highest incidence rate
of serious claims of all industries in
2010-11.
It will be interesting to see in the
years to come, how mass
management / dimension and
loading and Chain of Responsibilities
will have an effect on these figures!
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.a
u/sites/swa/about/publications/pag
es/fs2010transportandstorage

SAFETY SLOGANS
Prepare & prevent instead of
repair & repent.

Environmental Spot

a business is unprepared for work
related injuries and incidents.
Examples of the benefits of good
safety and health practice in small
business are:


th

August 8 was Earth’s Overshoot
day! As of that day, we have used as
much from nature in 2016 as our
planet can renew in a whole year.
Nothing will seem to change for
many of us from this day to the next,
but collectively we are draining
Earth’s capacity to provide.
Overshoot Day is a red light warning
of trouble ahead — and it is flashing
five days earlier than it did last year
(Aug. 13); eleven days earlier than
the year before (Aug.19).
To learn more visit;
http://voices.nationalgeographic.co
m/2016/08/08/earth-overshootday-arrives-earlier-than-ever/

Small Business Safety
Something that doesn’t always get
talked about is Small Business
Safety. Having been a part of the
ThinkSafe Small Business program
and being a small business ourselves
we understand that there are many
things to think about in order for a
business to survive and succeed.
This may include responding to a
competitive market, running of the
day-to-day business and trying to
save costs. These multiple focuses
are not surprising, considering about
one-quarter of Western Australian
small businesses fail within their first
five years. Therefore, safety and
health may not be a priority over
other critical factors for small
business survival. However, research
in small business has shown the
benefits of having good safety and
health practices and the drawback if










Retaining employees and
fostering their loyalty by ensuring
their wellbeing;
Increasing efficiency by reducing
workplace injuries that holdup
work activities;
Avoiding business disruption.
Increasing the chance of winning
tenders or retaining contracts by
meeting workplace safety and
health requirements for some
business clients;
Contributing to increased
sustainability of the family
business by looking after the
wellbeing of family members;
Reducing business insurance
based on a good safety and health
record; and
Avoiding financial burden from
fines and other legal implications.

https://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/
worksafe/introduction-safety-smallbusiness
Give us a call, we would love to
discuss how we can help your
organisation in this area. You’ll be
surprised at how cost effective we
are!

Megan’s Affirmations
By allowing myself to be happy, I
inspire others to be happy as well

Checking on your Quality
System
Any quality system an organisation
develops and implements should be
checked for compliance issues and
suitability to that organisation
activities. A quality audit is the
process of systematic examination
of a quality system carried out by an
internal or external quality auditor
or an audit team. It is an important
part of an organization's quality
management system and is a key
element in the ISO quality system
standard, ISO 9001:2015
Here at SOS-Switched Onto Safety
our quality audits not only report
non-conformances and corrective
actions compliance but also highlight
areas of good practice. In this way
other departments of the
organisation may share information
and amend their working practices
as a result, which also contributes to
a continual improvement process
If you need your quality system
checked or reviewed contact us for
assistance as ‘We love a good audit’



Safe Work October 2016

earlier this year, and 50 submissions
were received.
The submissions identified areas of
potential improvement, so it was
decided that some further
modifications were required as a
result of the feedback process.
While the Act provides the

Activity Ideas for your Workplace

overarching principles of workplace
safety laws, the Regulations provide










Set up a safety display. Consider
using either the Work Safe
October posters and buntings or
our What is your most
important reason for being safe
at work? posters to promote
safety in your workplace.
Show safety in action
Check for hazards in your
workplace. The first step
Conduct an emergency
evacuation drill
Check chemicals and hazardous
substances are stored and
labelled properly and have an
MSDS. Guidance note MSDSs
Do some housekeeping to tidy
work areas

the more specific details for the
various industries and procedures.
“WorkSafe will be undertaking a
review of the model WHS
Regulations to identify where they
can be modified to minimise
prescription and reduce red tape,
keeping the burden of compliance at
an acceptable level.
The continued development of the
laws – and particularly the
Regulations – will also involve close
consultation with the Department of
Mines and Petroleum to ensure
compatibility across all WA
workplaces.
Once the review of the Regulations

Industry News

Check out our website for our ‘What
is it about Quality Assurance’ blog:
http://www.switchedontosafety.co
m/what-is-it-about-qualityassurance/

is complete, a public consultation
process will take place so all

Update on Work Health and Safety
laws consultation:

participants in WA workplaces will

In August 2014, the State

into the new legal framework.

Government announced that it

The public comment period for the

intended to craft the best version of

Work Health and Safety Regulations

the national legislation, adapted and

for Western Australia Discussion

suited to the Western Australian

paper ended on 31 August 2016.

have the opportunity to have input

work environment,”
The Western Australian version of

https://www.commerce.wa.gov.au/

the model WHS laws was put out for

worksafe/update-work-health-and-

public comment for a period ending

safety-laws-consultation

Corner
Holiday’s in this Quarter
All our Chemwatch Clients would be
aware that I have been sending out
on a fortnightly basis our
Chemwatch Tipbits, which I am
pleased to say has received very
positive feedback, some questions
generated by the topics I have
written about and many requests by
people to be added to our group to
receive these tip bits. Below is an
example of a section of Chemwatch
Tipbit 12. If you don’t already
receive these tipbits (and your
organisation uses Chemwatch) and
would like to, send me an email and
I will be more than happy to add you
to our group.
Recently we were discussing with a
client about Mini (M)SDS. Their view
was that it gives all the information
clearly and concisely for dealing with
an emergency situation, so how best
should it be used? Obviously it is a
legal requirement to have the
Vendor SDS readily available,
however the use of the Mini as a
quick guide both in emergency
situations and in association with
hazardous substances risk
assessments can aid in the obtaining
of information very quickly. The Mini
is also designed to assist those that
have literacy challenges.

Queen’s Birthday (WA)
26th September 2016

Health and Exercise



Special Mention

Yippee Springs here!

Contact

If we can be of any assistance,
please do not hesitate to contact us
direct on (08) 9295 0311 or for
further details on what SOS can
provide, refer to our website
www.switchedontosafety.com.au

Next Time!
Upcoming Events
Chemwatch Public Course
28th of September 2016

