
 

 

 

 

 

What Have We Been 

Doing 
2017 is moving fast. Summer and 

Autumn is done and dusted, now 

we are at the middle of the year and 

‘Tax time’. We have been very busy 

this 2nd quarter with: 

• OSH and Quality Suitability and 
Compliance Audits; 

• Conducting a variety of Chemical 
Management Training sessions 

• Medium Size Business – OSH, 
Quality and Environmental 
Assistance Programs support. 

• Weekly Inspections customised 
to the client’s needs (multiple). 

• Chemical Inventory, Register and 
SDS updates. 

• Business Mentoring 

• Updating Quality documents for 
organisations that are heading to 
the new standard. 

• Transitioned to being certified to 
ISO 9001: 2015. 

• Presenting at the HazChem 
Conference Perth 2017. 

Current Topics of 

Interest 
Risk management Framework 

A risk management strategy 

provides a structured and coherent 

approach to identifying, assessing 

and managing risk in a workplace. It 

should also contain a process for 

regularly updating and reviewing 

the assessment based on new 

developments or actions taken. 

It needs to be documented to show 

how that workplace came to its 

conclusions.   

Risk Management Categories could 

include:  

 

 

 

Strategic – decisions concerning our 

business objectives 

Compliance – the need to comply 

with laws, regulations, standards 

and codes of practice. 

Financial – financial transactions, 

systems and structure of your 

business. 

Operational – your operational and 

administrative procedures 

Environmental – external events 

that the business has little control 

over such as unfavourable weather 

or economic conditions. 

Reputational – the character or 

goodwill of the business 

These categories can include 

health and safety, project, 

equipment, security, technology, 

stakeholder management and 

service deliver. 

Risk Management plays a large 

part in the new ISO Standards 9001 

(Quality), 14001 (Environment) and 

the soon to be released 45001 

(OSH) 

Spill Management 
For all your Spill Management 

products and services, contact us. 

 

 

 

 

Advice – Tips and Hints 
While on a ladder, never step back 

to admire your work  
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Statistics 
Fatalities and injuries in the road 

transport industry 

The Road Transport Industry has 

created an infographic, which 

provides a quick snapshot, based on 

the latest data from worker 

fatalities and workers’ 

compensation claims, it includes 

statistics on the nature, 

circumstances and main causes of 

injuries and fatalities in the 

transport industry. 

The infographic is essential reading 

for employers and workers in the 

road transport industry and 

workplaces. 34 road transport 

workers died at work in 2015. Help 

reduce risk and ensure a healthy 

and safe workplace by being able to 

apply the lessons learnt. Can that 

happen to us? 

https://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.

au/doc/infographic-fatalities-and-

injuries-road-transport-industry 

 

 
 

Throwback History - 

Safety Poster 

 

Check out our LinkedIn, Google + 

and Twitter Pages on a Thursday for 

more Throwback Thursday Safety 

Posters from the past. 

If you know of any, we would love 

for you to send them through and 

we can then post them or put them 

in our newsletter. 

Environmental Spot 
Perth rivers in 'palliative care' after 

decades of mismanagement 

‘The Swan and Canning rivers are on 

life support after a decade of being 

treated as a "political football", a 

provocative new report by a 

collective of WA policy and 

environmental experts’ 

The report was released after 

several public health warning 

recently regarding issues with the 

river. Fish kills, poison shellfish, 

algae blooms and recreational 

activities have all been identified as 

current problems, all due to 

pollution from excess chemicals 

finding their way into the river 

system. 

If nothing changes the river system 

could be dead within a few years 

the head of the University of WA's  

 

 

Centre for Water Research, 

Professor Jorg Imberger stated. 

http://www.watoday.com.au/wa-

news/perth-rivers-in-palliative-care-

after-decade-of-political-football-

20170504-gvynue.html #sosenviro 

 

 

Lessons Learned. 
An Auditors Experience with 

Chemical Management – A Journey 

through the Lense of a Camera – 

Guy LeNoir. 

Below is a basic summary of the 

presentation Guy gave at the 

HazChem Conference Perth 2017. If 

you would like a full copy of the 

PowerPoint and paper presented 

please do not hesitate to contact us 

and request it. 

 Introduction 

Auditing, the systematic 

examination to determine whether 

activities and related results  

conform to planned arrangements 

and whether these arrangements 

are implemented effectively and are 

suitable for achieving the 

organisation’s policy and objectives. 

What I am looking for and what do 

we frequently see as Auditor’s in 

relation to Chemical Management, 

in a nutshell that is what I am here 

to talk about by sharing my 

experiences. 

I hope that you will take away from 

this session that as an Auditor we 

are not out to find fault but find 

how effectively and how suitable 

the systems are working, in order to 

ensure the health and safety of 

SAFETY SLOGANS 

Safety fits like a 

glove; Try one on. 

SAFETY SLOGANS 

Safety fits like a 

glove; Try one on. 
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workers both in the ‘now’ and in the 

future. 

When auditing in relation to 

Chemical Management, whether it 

be stand alone or as a part of a 

system we generally use a baseline 

of State or National OSH Legislation, 

whichever is applicable, specifically 

relating to: 

• Duty of Care (Employees / 
Workers, Employers, etc) 

• Regulations pertaining to Hazard 
Identification, Risk Assessment 
and Control, for example WA 
OSH Regulation 3.1 

• Regulations pertaining to 
Hazardous Substances, for 
example WA OSH Regulations 
Part 5 Hazardous Substances. 

• Australian Dangerous Goods 
Code 

Basics of Chemical Management 

Auditing 

From the previous areas identified as 

the baseline requirements, the 

following areas would be looked at 

in relation to Chemical 

Management, to a level, based on 

the audit scope. 

Safety Data Sheets 

Register 

Risk Assessments – use / application. 

Labelling 

Training 

It is important to remember that 

Chemical Management is not just 

about protecting personnel of the 

organisation, but also members of 

the public, emergency services (e.g. 

firefighters) and the environment. 

Risk Assessments 

This is probably the most important 

component of Chemical 

Management from all levels, yet this 

is the area that we ‘too frequently’ 

see from an Auditing perspective as 

lacking. 

Chemicals can cause effects on every 

system of the human body. Exposure 

to certain chemicals causes serious 

occupational diseases. 

Some problems determining 

chemicals’ impact on worker’s 

health include a lack of recognition 

of the different effects and long 

latency period before some effects 

are seen. 

Conclusion 

Coming in and auditing, specifically 

Chemicals and their use, we always 

look at from a basic legislative view 

as a starting point, that is: 

• Register 

• SDS 

• Labelling 

• Risk Assessments (including 
Storage); and 

• Training 
Yes, we do see good practices 

occurring but invariably we also see 

poor practices at the same site, 

location etc. 

It always amazes us as auditors that 

these items, don’t get picked up in 

inspections and that they are not 

used as lessons learnt (e.g. toolbox 

meetings, safety alerts etc) more 

often. 

 
 

 

 

 

Quality 
Transition to ISO 9001:2015.  

Context of the Organisation 

One of the new clauses is Context of 

the Organisation. The Context of 

the organisation refers to the 

business environment it is operating  

 

 

in. To do this, it must first decide 

what are the intended results of its 

QMS and then determine the 

relevant internal and external issues 

that affect its ability to achieve 

those results. 

Understanding the external context 

can be facilitated by considering 

issues arising from legal, 

technological, competitive, market, 

cultural, social and economic 

environments, whether 

international, national, regional or 

local. Understanding the internal 

context can be facilitated by 

considering issues related to values, 

culture, knowledge and 

performance of the organisation 

(BVQI Top Management – Quality 

Managers Technical Guide ISO 

9001:2015) 

Safety in Design 
What is Safe Design 

Safe design refers to the integration 

of hazard identification and risk 

assessment methods early in 

the design process to eliminate or 

minimise the risks of injury 

throughout the life of a product 

being designed. 

This is where we can be a positive 

difference, we facilitate to get 

design ideas into methodology 

Megan’s Affirmations 

 



 

 

Corner 

Further to 
the last Chemwatch Corner 
information in the Autumn edition 
here is information on how to 
search for Vendor SDS’s in the 
Chemwatch System. 
The following steps illustrate the 
common sequence with screen 
capture on ‘how to use the simple 
search method’, to look up for a 
Vendor (M)SDS from the full 
Chemwatch database collection. 
These are the legal documents. 
 
Steps 
1. Select the Home module 
2. Press the ‘Vendor (M)SDS’ button 
from the (M)SDS panel 
3. Click the circle (radio button) in the 
Search panel to set the database path 
to ‘Full’ 
4. Type the name of the material in 
the Name/CAS text field, 
then Click Search 
5.  Identify the document name. Drag 
and drop (copy and paste) the 
document name into the respective 
folder 
6.  The folder gets highlighted when a 
material has been added and a 
confirmation message displays at the 
top middle of the user interface 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jokes of the Day 

Health and Exercise 

Tips for a safe Winter Workout 

• Monitor weather conditions 
• Dress in layers 

• Protect your extremities  

• Drink plenty of fluids 

• Don’t forget sunscreen 

 

 

 

Holiday’s in this Quarter 
June 5th Western Australia day • • 

• 

Special Mention 
• • • 

Winter is here! 

Contact 
• • • 

If we can be of any assistance, 

please do not hesitate to contact us 

direct on (08) 9295 0311 or for 

further details on what SOS can 

provide, refer to our website 

www.switchedontosafety.com.au  

Next Time! 
Upcoming Events 
Chemwatch Public Courses 

Hazchem Conference – 7th and 8th 

June 2017 Perth, Australia 

Dangerous Goods 

Storage 

 

For all your Dangerous Goods 

Storage products and services,  

contact us. 

(admin@switchedontosafety.com) 

 

http://www.switchedontosafety.com.au/

