
 

 

 

 

 

What Have We Been Doing 
Summer is here, Christmas is fast 

approaching and so is the New Year. 

We have been very busy this quarter 

with: 

 OSH and Quality Suitability and 
Compliance Audits; 

 Conducting GHS Training 

 Medium Size Business – OSH, 
Quality and Environmental 
Assistance Programs support. 

 Weekly Inspections customised to 
the client’s needs. 

Current Topics of Interest 
SUSTAINABILITY 

Recently (during our audits and 

inspections programs) we have seen 

an increase of projects (both clients 

and contractors) identifying 

sustainability items within their 

organizations structure and 

documentation as something that 

needs addressing. Many companies 

are also now seeing clients 

requesting information not only on 

how they will complete/conduct a 

project but also how they intend to 

reduce their waste and 

environmental footprint (a great 

promotion tool) 

So, we thought we would write a 

little piece about this subject.  

Sustainability, especially the 

definition of business sustainability, 

is often defined as; Managing a 

multiple bottom line process, by 

which organisations manage their 

financial, social and environmental 

risks, obligations and opportunities.  

 

 

 

 

 

Three main impacts of these 

processes are often referred to as 

people, profit and the planet.  

Sustainability not only covers quality 

and environmental issues 

incorporated into a single plan or 

process. It also covers how they will 

source their products, reduce waste, 

recycle where they can or use 

renewable energy sources i.e. solar 

power etc. In terms of a business, 

sustainability management is also 

about incorporating social, 

economic and environmental 

factors into your business decisions 

‘It involves placing an emphasis on 

future, long term goals for your 

business rather than focusing on 

short term profits’.  

Having a sustainable organisation 

could also assist in; reduced long 

term costs, enhance positive media 

potential while doing your bit to 

saving the environment. If you 

have any questions or queries 

about how to go about reviewing 

your organization current 

sustainable footprint or 

incorporating (identifying) 

sustainability within your system 

just give us a call 

Spill Management 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For all your Spill Management 

products and services, contact us? 

 

 

Advice – Tips and Hints 

Summer is here! 
Don’t forget to get your workers 

(and family and friends) to cover up, 

keep hydrated and ‘Slip, Slop, Slap’  
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Our Team 
   

Megan LeNoir – Business 

Manager 

Guy LeNoir – Company Director 
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Stuart Platt – OSHQE 
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Welcome 
(New clients in last 3 months) 
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Statistics 
LADDER SAFETY, it seems a simple 

enough concept, however a report 

released by Safe Work Australia in 

2013 (Work-Related Injuries and 

Fatalities Involving a Fall from 

Height, Australia, Safe Work 

Australia October 2013) showed that 

despite increased awareness of 

workplace safety and health risks, 

there was no decrease in the 

number of fatalities from falls from 

heights between 2003 to 2011. 

The Construction industry was the 

worst with 37% of these fatalities 

and in fact 16% occur when working 

on a ladder. This was the highest. 

From the statistics, we can see that 

most falls from ladders happen in 

the 2 – 3 metre height range. 

These results are to do with 

fatalities, how many serious injuries 

occur related to falling from ladders. 

I believe people have the mentality 

that ‘it will never happen to me’, yet 

this type of incident can happen so 

quickly and easily.  

When we are at work or at home, 

we should be asking ourselves: 

 Is this the right type of ladder 

for the job? 

 Is this ladder damaged / worn? 

 Can I maintain 3 points of 

contact when using the ladder? 

 Is the ladder being used in the 

manner it was intended? 

 Is the ladder place correctly? 

 Is the ladder secure (top and 

bottom)? 

These are just some points we 

should be considering. 

The consequences of falling from a 

ladder can be serious, even fatal, so 

please don’t take climbing a ladder 

lightly, as many people seem to do! 

 
 

 

 

Environmental Spot 
'National crisis': Toxins detected 300 

times above safe levels at Defence 

sites around Australia 

Recent reports have identified 

Toxins have been detected at more 

than 300 times the recommended 

safe levels in ground and surface 

water at numerous Defence sites 

across Australia, prompting 

warnings of a "national crisis" 

requiring intervention from the 

Turnbull government. 

Potentially hazardous levels of per- 

and poly-fluoroalkyl substances 

(PFAS) were detected at Townsville 

RAAF Base, HMAS Stirling at Perth's 

Garden Island and in other isolated 

cases, preliminary testing by the 

Department of Defence revealed. 

http://www.watoday.com.au/federa

l-politics/political-news/national-

crisis-toxins-detected-300-times-

above-safe-levels-at-defence-sites-

20161108-gsknpo.html  

So, do you know what is in some of 

the chemical you are currently 

using?  

 

Have you conducted a review to see 

if there is something less hazardous? 

Lessons Learned. 
Applying Lessons learned, what does 

it mean? As the question suggests it 

is learning from incidents to prevent 

the same or similar incidents from 

happening again. 

Everyday throughout Australia and 

the world in fact, a high number of 

workers die and a much greater 

number are seriously injured. The 

harms to workers, the costs to 

healthcare systems and the 

damages to communities are 

immense. 

Yet many of these injuries and 

deaths could have been prevented 

by applying the lessons learned from 

project to project, company to 

company and even industry to 

industry. 

These lessons can be used to create 

far more effective approaches that 

not only protect workers but also 

reduce the harms to society. 

By reviewing lessons learned from 

different projects, companies etc, 

workers can analyse the information 

and apply these lessons to their own 

workplaces to make their 

workplaces healthier and safer. 

Based on our experience we have 

seen a few companies take incidents 

that have occurred on one project 

and used them as toolbox topics, 

safety alerts or even made changes 

to the way activities are conducted 

or the use of different equipment 

based on those lessons learned.  

But we don’t see it enough! 

SAFETY SLOGANS 

Always assess the risks, 

Stop and think 

http://www.watoday.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/national-crisis-toxins-detected-300-times-above-safe-levels-at-defence-sites-20161108-gsknpo.html
http://www.watoday.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/national-crisis-toxins-detected-300-times-above-safe-levels-at-defence-sites-20161108-gsknpo.html
http://www.watoday.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/national-crisis-toxins-detected-300-times-above-safe-levels-at-defence-sites-20161108-gsknpo.html
http://www.watoday.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/national-crisis-toxins-detected-300-times-above-safe-levels-at-defence-sites-20161108-gsknpo.html
http://www.watoday.com.au/federal-politics/political-news/national-crisis-toxins-detected-300-times-above-safe-levels-at-defence-sites-20161108-gsknpo.html


 

 

 

 

Quality 
Risk identification and mitigation is 

not only an important part of a 

safety process, it is also an 

important aspect of ISO 9001:2015, 

Quality Management systems.  An 

organization with a quality system 

should first assess the potential risks 

and related consequences 

associated with any product, process 

or procedure. The risks should be 

assessed in a matrix and each option 

is evaluated per potential risks, 

which should then be prioritised. 

This could range from acceptable to 

completely unacceptable. An 

organization could then work out 

the best option to address the risk 

i.e. re-designing or out-sourcing the 

item. There are many risk matrix 

tools on the market at present e.g. A 

Prioritization matrix with risk 

evaluations is just one to name (but 

there are many out there 

 

GHS 
What is the Globally Harmonised 

System (GHS) of classification and 

labelling of chemicals? 

The GHS is a system used to classify 

and communicate chemical hazards 

using internationally consistent 

terms and information on chemical 

labels and Safety Data Sheets.  

The GHS provides criteria for the 

classification of physical hazards 

(e.g. flammable liquids), health 

hazards (e.g. carcinogens) and 

environmental hazards (e.g. aquatic 

toxicity). 

What is changing under the GHS? 

The GHS will update the way in 

which information about the 

hazards of chemicals and any 

precautions necessary to ensure 

safe storage, handling and disposal, 

is conveyed to users of chemicals. 

The GHS uses pictograms, signal 

words, and hazard and 

precautionary statements to 

communicate this information.  

Please note that the GHS does not 

change your general duties relating 

to the management of hazardous 

chemicals in the workplace.  

Pictograms 

Nine hazard pictograms in the GHS 

represent the physical, health and 

environmental hazards. 

 

Signal words 

The GHS uses ‘Danger’ and 

‘Warning’ as signal words to indicate 

the relative level of severity of a 

hazard. ‘Danger’ is used for the 

more severe or a significant hazard, 

while ‘Warning’ is used for the less 

severe hazards. 

Hazard and precautionary 

statements 

Hazard statements are assigned to a 

class and category that describes the 

nature of the chemical hazard 

including, where relevant, the 

degree of hazard. For example the 

hazard statement ‘Toxic if 

swallowed’ is the hazard statement 

for Acute toxicity category 3 (Oral). 

Precautionary statements describe 

the recommended measures that 

should be taken to minimise or 

prevent adverse 

effects resulting from exposure, or 

improper storage or handling of a 

hazardous chemical.  

The GHS precautionary statements 

cover prevention, response, storage 

and disposal.   

Hazard and precautionary 

statements replace the ‘risk’ and 

‘safety’ phrases required under laws 

previously. 

When will the GHS be introduced? 

The GHS becomes mandatory on  

1 January 2017. 

The GHS was introduced in Australia 

on  

1 January 2012 under model work 

health and safety laws with a 

transition period of five years. This 

transition period allows chemical 

manufacturers and importers 

enough time to reclassify chemicals 

and implement necessary changes 

to labels and SDS 

Will the GHS be mandatory in all 

states and territories? 

Victoria, Western Australia and the 

Australian Capital Territory have not 

yet mandated use of the GHS, but 

do require chemical hazards to be 

communicated.  

Commonwealth agencies and 

licensees (under the Comcare 

scheme) must also comply with the 

model work health and safety laws. 

http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/a

bout/publications/pages/globally-harmonised-

system-of-classification-and-labelling-of-

chemicals-(ghs)-information-sheet 

 

 

Megan’s Affirmations 

I am courageous and I stand 

up for things 

http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/about/publications/pages/globally-harmonised-system-of-classification-and-labelling-of-chemicals-(ghs)-information-sheet
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/about/publications/pages/globally-harmonised-system-of-classification-and-labelling-of-chemicals-(ghs)-information-sheet
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/about/publications/pages/globally-harmonised-system-of-classification-and-labelling-of-chemicals-(ghs)-information-sheet
http://www.safeworkaustralia.gov.au/sites/swa/about/publications/pages/globally-harmonised-system-of-classification-and-labelling-of-chemicals-(ghs)-information-sheet


 

 

JOKE OF THE DAY 

Before going in for surgery I 

thought it would be funny if I 

posted a note on myself telling 

the surgeon to be careful. After 

the surgery I found another note 

on myself, ”Anyone know where 

my cell phone is????????” 

Corner 
 

Risk Assessments associated with 

Hazardous Substances. 

When conducting a risk assessment 

on a Hazardous substance it is 

important to relate the risk 

assessment to the way in which a 

hazardous substance is being used. 

On numerous occasions when we 

have audited organisations or been 

in discussions with them regarding 

their Chemical Management we 

have found that risk assessments 

have been conducted just based on 

the SDS requirements. 

It is important to remember that the 

way the product is used, the 

conditions it is used in etc can 

present a range of different hazards.  

When conducting risk assessments 

using the Chemwatch System, we 

identify the job / activity and the 

conditions that the product is being 

used in. 

The Chemwatch System provides a 

great (free) ELearning tool 

specifically about how to do risk 

assessments on your Chemwatch 

System.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health and Exercise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5 Tips for a safe Summer Workout 

 Pick the right time 

 Wear the right clothing 

 Avoid extreme temperature 
change. 

 Slow down. 

 Water, Water, Water 

Holiday’s in this Quarter 
Christmas Day 25th December 16 

Boxing Day 26th December 16 

New Years Day 1st January 17 

Australia Day 26th January 17 

   

Special Mention 
   

Finally Summer has arrived! 

Contact 
   

If we can be of any assistance, 

please do not hesitate to contact us 

direct on (08) 9295 0311 or for 

further details on what SOS can 

provide, refer to our website 

www.switchedontosafety.com.au  

Next Time! 
Upcoming Events 
Chemwatch Public Course 

Early 2017 

 

http://www.switchedontosafety.com.au/

